



TARZANA NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL
BOARD MEETING 


Tuesday May 23, 2017 7:00 PM                                   
Tarzana Elementary School Auditorium                                 

5726 Topeka Dr., Tarzana, CA 91356

1. Call to Order by TNC President Len Shaffer at 7:07 p.m. with 18 board members present. Roll Call: Elliot Durant, Barry Edelman, Jeff Mausner, Iris Polonsky, Terry Saucier, Bob Shmaeff, Susan Lord, Pam Blattner, Jennifer Varela, Kenneth Schwartz, Joyce Greene, Esther Wieder, David Garfinkle, Max Flehinger, Harvey Goldberg (left at 9:30), Eran Heissler, and Leonard J. Shaffer. (Absent: Guy Bachar, Richard Silverman & Jon Reich). Len gave the Welcoming Remarks and Pledge.

Len recessed the meeting at 7:14 p.m. for the 6th Annual Earth Day Celebration and Awards Ceremony. He thanked Councilman Blumenfield and the West Valley Chamber of Commerce as well as Esther Wieder and the others who worked on this event. There were over 1,200 submissions to the poster contest. Nestle Avenue Charter School was announced as winner. Esther then opened the ceremony to award each individual child.  
The ceremony concluded at 7:40 p.m.  Len then called the meeting to order again. (Esther Wieder was absent until 7:50).

2. Remarks by representatives of public officials 
· Svetlana Pravina, deputy for Councilman Blumenfield, announced the crime stats for LAPD saying that the primary crimes were break in’s into motor vehicles, north of the boulevard. On June 3rd and 4th, a pet adoption event will be held at Warner Center Park by the nonprofit No Kill LA with over 1,000 pets available. 
· Jasmine Elbarbary from EmpowerLA introduced herself. 

3.  Public Comments:
· Abigail Hatch said that a dog she was trying to get adopted was euthanized without notice in April by the Department of Animal Services’ West Valley Shelter. Jeff Mausner said that five dogs were killed on that date. He met with Brenda Barnette, GM at Animal Services, who has taken action to prevent this from happening in the future at all of the shelters. 
· Jill Stewart spoke about Measure S, saying the L.A. City Council needs to be more transparent when dealing with developers as well as on other issues that come before Land Use. She shared a proposed letter to the Mayor and City Council addressing this.
4.  Budget Advocate Report – No report.
5.  Presentation: Adrineh Melkonian from L.A. City Planning Department gave an update on the Community Plan. There will be a series of workshops taking place, TBA.

6.  (Heissler/Polonsky) moved to approve the minutes as amended for the April 25, 2017 meeting. The motion carried unanimously.
7.  (Goldberg/Reich) moved TNC’s approval of the April 2017 expenditures for submission to DONE (MER). The motion carried unanimously.
8.  (Goldberg/Wieder) moved TNC’s approval of Financial Statements as of April 30, 2017. The motion carried unanimously. 
9.
(Flehinger/Garfinkle) moved, “Resolved: The TNC Board approves the Transportation Committee’s recommendation to support maintaining the existing HOV requirement of at least two occupants per vehicle, (except where the requirement is already three) and removing the exception for high efficiency (electric, hybrid, etc.) vehicles.” The motion carried with one opposed (Flehinger) and one abstention (Shaffer). 

10.
(Mausner/Flehinger) moved, “Resolved: The TNC Board approves the Animal Welfare Committee’s recommendation to support AB 485, the Pet Rescue and Adoption Act, and send a letter to Assembly Member Dababneh informing him of its support and thanking him for his work on the bill.” The motion carried with 15 approvals and 3 abstentions (Garfinkle, Blattner and Polonsky). 

11. (Mausner/Polonsky) moved, “Resolved: The TNC Board approves the Animal Welfare Committee’s recommendation to support the Proposals for Implementing No-Kill, at all of the City Animal Shelters, for the summer of 2017, and communicate its support of the Proposals to Brenda Barnette, General Manager of Los Angeles Animal Services, and Councilmembers Koretz and Blumenfield.” The motion carried with 16 approvals and 2 abstentions (Garfinkle, Goldberg).
12. (Shaffer/Heissler) moved, “Resolved: Regarding the “Neighborhood Council Resolution on Timing of the Neighborhood Council 2020 Elections,” the TNC Board approves the Executive Committee’s recommendation to choose the option to extend current board terms up in 2018 by 1 year and conduct elections in 2019, and directs the President to submit the Board vote count an the form to DONE.” The motion carried with 16 approvals and 2 abstentions (Dori, Durant).
Glenn Bailey said that most of the NCs in the City have chosen to serve an additional year.

He said there is less money in the budget for elections and there’s also a moratorium on online voting, which supports the deferral.

Sharon Brewer wanted to know why the election wasn’t taken away from the City Clerk as this would allow every NC to make their own decision.

13. (Shaffer/Wieder) moved, “Resolved: The TNC Board approves the Executive Committee’s recommendation to approve renewal of the Right of Entry (ROE) agreement with L. A. City Recreation and Parks Dept. for the use of office space and committee meeting space at the Tarzana Child Care Center, 5700 Beckford Ave Tarzana, CA 91356.” The motion carried unanimously. 

14. Committee and other Reports
Outreach – Earth Day event (previously covered in these minutes).
Land Use – David gave an update on the car wash (they have not taken a position), a hotel, and Sketchers’ roof signs. Len spoke about a development on Tarzana Street that will be coming up again.
Budget – Harvey gave the final dates for expenses for this fiscal year. DONE has promised that they will provide money for refreshments for the June meeting. 
Transportation – Max gave an update on his efforts to contact a Transportation engineer, on his committee’s decision not to take a stand on speeding violations on Oxnard by Reseda Boulevard (it’s an enforcement issue), the left hand turn controversy on Yolanda by Starbucks, and the prospect of reducing motor vehicle deaths by slowing down traffic.  
Public Safety - Elliot said he got the price reduced for Neighborhood Watch signs, allowing for the purchase of 100s of signs. He’s mapping Tarzana with LAPD to show placement of NW. The all -volunteer West Valley Citizens Patrol is starting up. There will be training for this for anyone who wants to get involved. He would like a link from the TNC webpage to their Facebook page for NW and an email blast to let people know about the new Citizens Patrol. David announced a Public Safety Forum taking place the following evening.
Animal Welfare – Len has been involved in two animal adoptions of rescues and recommended this process for adopting a pet. Jeff spoke further about his meeting with Brenda Barnette, GM of Animal Services.
DWP MOU – No report.
Beautification – Len congratulated Iris on the Tree Planting event on May 13, 2017. She stated that it was a joint effort of TNC, Councilmember Blumenfield, Tree People, the L.A. Conservation Core, City Plants, DWP, the Masonic Lodge, the banquet hall, Trader Joes and many fast food restaurants and area businesses. Nineteen drought resistant trees were planted. Twenty-five will be planted by June. 75 -80 people showed up to help. Len said L.A. Conservation Core will do the watering for 33 months. Iris will also ask business people to water the trees in front of their businesses.
Homeless Representative – Susan spoke about the three meetings she and Joyce have attended downtown. She predicts it will be a while before they can implement any outreach to the homeless. They are interested in creating baskets for the homeless as part of the Welcome Home project. The police have vouchers which they can give the homeless, but only one out of three people get to use the vouchers because many of the motel owners won’t accept them. She offered cards with services to the homeless to board members who might want to hand them out. Eventually, the city will implement “211” as a call to report homeless in need. 
15. President’s Remarks



Len encouraged board members to attend Budget Day at City Hall on Saturday June 24th


Len asked the board to fill out the survey for the Congress Planning Committee: September 9th

16.
Board Member Comment - Esther said the next board meeting will be held at Tarzana Community Center since the school will be closed.
17.
Adjournment at 9:53 p.m.
Minutes by Pat Kramer, Apple One


