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TARZANA NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 
GOVERNMENT ACTION COMMITTEE 

SPECIAL MEETING  

Tuesday November 10, 2026 6:45 PM 
 

VIRTUAL TELEPHONIC MEETING 
 

Go to  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/871 2785 0442    
Zoom Meeting Online or By Telephone 

Dial 1 (669) 900-6833 to Join the Meeting 
Then Enter This Webinar ID: 871 2785 0442 and Press #  

 
Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de avisar al Concejo Vecinal 3 días de trabajo (72 horas) 
antes del evento. Por favor contacte el presidente, Leonard Shaffer, al 818-343-7721o por correo 
electrónico l.shaffer@tarzananc.org para avisar al Concejo Vecinal.   
 
IN CONFORMITY WITH THE JANUARY 1, 2026 ENACTMENT OF CALIFORNIA SENATE BILL 707 
(DURAZO) AND LA CITY COUNCIL FILE 23-1114, THE TARZANA NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 
COMMITTEE MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED VIRTUALLY 
 
Public Comment: Every person wishing to address the Committee must dial (1- 669) 900-6833 and 
enter 871 2785 0442 and then press # to join the meeting. When prompted by the presiding officer, to 
provide public input at the Committee meeting the public will be requested to dial *9 or use the Raise 
Hand option, to address the Committee on any agenda item before the Committee takes action on an 
item. Comments from the public on agenda items will be heard only when the respective item is being 
considered. 
  
General Public Comment: Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the agenda 
that are within the Committee’s jurisdiction will be heard during the General Public Comment period. 
Please note that under the Brown Act, the Committee is prevented from acting on a matter that you 
bring to its attention during the General Public Comment period; however, the issue raised by a 
member of the public may become the subject of a future Committee meeting. Public comment is 
limited to two minutes per speaker, unless adjusted by the presiding officer of the Committee.  
 
Public comment by any one individual, excluding General Public Comment, shall be limited to a total 
of six (6) minutes per meeting and no more than two (2) minutes per agenda item. Public comment on 
any agenda item shall be allocated in one (1) minute increments. In no event shall time be allocated 
for less than one (1) full minute. The above time limitations are subject to adjustment by the presiding 
officer in conformity with the Brown Act. 
 

Sylvia Bedrossian, Chair 
Matthew Clark, Vice Chair 

 
Committee Members 

Terry Saucier  
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Public comment cannot be required to be submitted in advance of the meeting; only real-time public 
comment is required. If there are any broadcasting interruptions that prevent the public from 
observing or hearing the meeting, the meeting must be recessed or adjourned. If members of the 
public are unable to provide public comment or be heard due to issues within the Committee’s 
control, the meeting must be recessed or adjourned. 
 
In the event of a disruption that prevents the eligible legislative body from broadcasting the meeting to 
members of the public using the call-in option or internet-based service option, or in the event of a 
disruption within the eligible legislative body’s control that prevents members of the public from 
offering public comments using the call-in option or internet-based service option, the eligible 
legislative body shall take no further action on items appearing on the meeting agenda until public 
access to the meeting via the call-in option or internet-based service option is restored. Actions taken 
on agenda items during a disruption that prevents the eligible legislative body from broadcasting the 
meeting may be challenged pursuant to Section 54960.1.  California Government Code Section 
54953.8(b)(3). 
 
The legislative body shall not require public comments to be submitted in advance of the meeting and 
shall provide an opportunity for the public to address the legislative body and offer comments in real 
time. California Government Code Section 54953.8(b)(4). 
 
Notwithstanding Section 54953.3, an individual desiring to provide public comment through the use of 
an internet website, or other online platform, not under the control of the eligible legislative body, that 
requires registration to log in to a teleconference may be required to register as required by the third-
party internet website or online platform to participate. California Government Code Section 
54953.8(b)(5), 
 
A legislative body that provides a timed public comment period for each agenda item shall not close 
the public comment period for the agenda item, or the opportunity to register, pursuant to paragraph 
(5), to provide public comment until that timed public comment period has elapsed.  
California Government Code Section 54953.8(b)(6(A), 
 
A legislative body that does not provide a timed public comment period, but takes public comment 
separately on each agenda item, shall allow a reasonable amount of time per agenda item to allow 
public members the opportunity to provide public comment, including time for members of the public 
to register pursuant to paragraph (5), or otherwise be recognized for the purpose of providing public 
comment.  
California Government Code Section 54953.8(b)(6)(B).  
 
Any messaging or virtual background is in the control of the individual Committee member in their 
personal capacity and does not reflect any formal position of the Committee, the Neighborhood 
Council or the City of Los Angeles. 

 
Supporting documents related to the below agenda items are posted on the TNC website at: 
https://www.tarzananc.org/committees/viewCommittee/government-action-committee   
 

1. Call to Order, Roll Call, Welcoming Remarks 

2. Public Comments – Comments from the public on non-agenda items within the 

Committee’s subject matter jurisdiction.  Public comments are limited to two minutes per 

speaker. 

3. Discussion and possible motion: Should the Government Action Committee recommend 

that the TNC Board adopt the following resolution and approve its submission as a 

https://www.tarzananc.org/committees/viewCommittee/government-action-committee


 

Community Impact Statement in Los Angeles City Council File 25-0193 regarding the Sister 

City Project to End Dog and Cat Meat in Vietnam: 

 

WHEREAS, the Tarzana Neighborhood Council previously adopted a resolution supporting the Sister 
City Project to End Dog and Cat Meat in Vietnam, and submitted a Community Impact Statement 
supporting Los Angeles City Council File 25-0193, introduced by Councilmember Bob Blumenfield 
and seconded by Council President Marqueece Harris-Dawson; and  
WHEREAS, on October 6, 2026, the Associated Press reported that police in Ho Chi Minh City, 
Vietnam, arrested 12 men suspected of operating an organized criminal network responsible for 
stealing and selling approximately 2,700 cats for meat; and  
WHEREAS, according to investigators, participants in the alleged criminal operation rode motorcycles 
through residential neighborhoods between 11:00 p.m. and 4:00 a.m., capturing approximately four to 
ten cats per night, which were then transported, held, and sold into the cat meat trade; and 
WHEREAS, the police investigation identified an alleged organizer of the network who purchased 
stolen cats, kept them at a facility in northern Ho Chi Minh City, and arranged for their resale for meat; 
and 
WHEREAS, during a July 8, 2026 police raid, authorities reportedly discovered approximately 50 cats 
and dozens of traps, and subsequently returned 13 rescued cats to their owners, with other rescued 
cats placed in the care of an animal welfare organization; and 
WHEREAS, in a separate police operation in June 2026, authorities rescued more than 400 cats, 
while also discovering dozens of dead cats packed in ice, further demonstrating the seriousness and 
extent of the problem; and 
WHEREAS, on October 20, 2026, Tuoi Tre News reported that Ho Chi Minh City Police had 
dismantled a separate organized dog-theft ring and uncovered an interprovincial network trading dog 
and cat meat, and initiated criminal proceedings against 11 suspects; and 
WHEREAS, according to investigators, members of the alleged ring used cars and homemade 
electric-shock devices to steal dogs, including 21 dogs during the night of October 7 to the morning of 
October 8, 2026, and transported the animals to a facility for processing and sale; and 
WHEREAS, during a police search of the suspected processing site, authorities discovered 21 dead 
dogs, 32 butchered dogs, and 57 butchered cats, along with equipment suspected of having been 
used in the thefts; and 
WHEREAS, investigators traced an interprovincial distribution network, identified regular dog-meat 
purchasers in Hanoi, Hai Phong, Hung Yen, and Ninh Binh, and extended the investigation beyond 
the alleged thieves to buyers and intermediaries; and 
WHEREAS, the theft of companion animals causes substantial suffering to the animals and emotional 
distress to their families, while the dog and cat meat trades also present animal welfare and public 
health concerns; and 
WHEREAS, these police actions demonstrate that Vietnamese authorities are taking meaningful 
steps to protect companion animals and enforce existing laws; and 
WHEREAS, Hanoi has undertaken a cooperative pilot program with Soi Dog Foundation involving 
rabies prevention and the transition away from the dog and cat meat trades, demonstrating that 
Vietnamese local governments and international animal welfare organizations can work together 
toward humane solutions; and 
WHEREAS, the Sister City Project to End Dog and Cat Meat in Vietnam is intended to encourage 
cooperation, mutual respect, friendship, public health, and animal welfare, rather than confrontation, 
and is consistent with the purposes of international Sister City relationships; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that: 
The Tarzana Neighborhood Council commends and congratulates the Ho Chi Minh City Police for 
their investigation, arrests, rescue of cats, and actions to disrupt an organized criminal operation 
involving the theft and sale of cats for meat. 



 

The Tarzana Neighborhood Council also commends and congratulates the Ho Chi Minh City Police 
for dismantling the organized dog-theft ring, disrupting an interprovincial dog and cat meat distribution 
network, and pursuing alleged purchasers and intermediaries as well as those directly involved in 
stealing the animals. 
The Tarzana Neighborhood Council expresses its appreciation to the Vietnamese authorities, animal 
welfare organizations, and individuals who participated in rescuing and caring for the cats and dogs 
and reuniting rescued animals with their families where possible. 
The Tarzana Neighborhood Council encourages continued cooperation between Vietnamese 
authorities and animal welfare organizations to prevent the theft and trafficking of dogs and cats, 
protect public health, and promote humane alternatives to the dog and cat meat trades. 
The Tarzana Neighborhood Council reaffirms its support for CF 25-0193, the Sister City Project to 
End Dog and Cat Meat in Vietnam and encourages the Los Angeles City Council to advance this 
proposal as a positive, cooperative initiative consistent with the City's existing policy opposing the dog 
meat trade, as set forth in Council File 19-0002-S101, passed unanimously on July 3, 2019. 

 

4. Committee Business - Comment from Committee members on subject matters within the 

Committee’s jurisdiction.   

a. Comment on Committee member’s own activities/brief announcements.    

b. Brief response to statements made or questions posed by persons exercising their 

general public comment rights.    

c. Introduce new issues for consideration by the Committee at its next meeting, currently 

scheduled for Wednesday, October 21, 2026. Agenda items for the meeting should be 

submitted by Wednesday, October 14, 2026.   

5. Adjournment.    

 
For more information about the Tarzana Neighborhood Council visit our web site at 
www.tarzananc.org 
 

As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los 
Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and upon request will provide 
reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services, and activities. 
Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services 
may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make your request at 
least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting by contacting the Department of 
Neighborhood Empowerment by calling (213) 978-1551 or email: NCsupport@lacity.org   
 
Notice to Paid Representatives -   
If you are compensated to monitor, attend, or speak at this meeting, City law may require you 
to register as a lobbyist and report your activity. See Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 
48.01 et seq. More information is available at ethics.lacity.org/lobbying. For assistance, please 
contact the Ethics Commission at (213) 978-1960 or ethics.commission@lacity.org   
     
PUBLIC ACCESS OF RECORDS – In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-
exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the Committee in advance of a 
meeting may be viewed at our website: www.tarzananc.org or at the scheduled meeting. In 
addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please 
contact Harvey Goldberg, Committee Chairperson, at (818) 903-3600 or email at: 
h.goldberg@tarzananc.org   
 
PUBLIC POSTING OF AGENDAS – Neighborhood Council agendas are posted for public 
review as follows: ●  

http://www.tarzananc.org/


 

 Wilbur Charter For Enriched Academics 5213 Crebs Ave., Tarzana, CA 91356      
 On our website, www.tarzananc.org   
 You can also receive our agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City’s Early 
Notification System at    https://www.lacity.org/subscriptions   
 
    
Any materials that may be distributed to a majority of the Committee less than 72 hours prior 
to the above scheduled meeting are available for review by the public at 19040 Vanowen 
Street, Reseda, CA 91335 or on our website at www.tarzananc.org   
   
RECONSIDERATION AND GRIEVANCE PROCESS - For information on the NCs process for 
Committee action reconsideration, stakeholder grievance policy, or any other procedural 
matters related to this Council, please consult the NC Bylaws. The Bylaws are available at our 
Committee meetings and our website www.tarzannc.org     
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