

TARZANA NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL
BOARD MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday March 24, 2026 

VIRTUAL TELEPHONIC MEETING

1. Call to Order at 7:06 p.m. by TNC President Len Shaffer with Welcoming Remarks. 
Roll Call by Eran Heissler: Present: Parastou Bassirat, Sylvia Bedrossian (left at 8:30 p.m.), Matthew Clark, Barry Edelman, Harvey Goldberg, Eran Heissler, Duncan MacIntosh (left at 9:45 p.m.), Jeff Mausner, Sharon Molina, Iris Polonsky, John Rawlings, Susan Rogen (left at 9:26 p.m.), Terry Saucier, Leonard J. Shaffer, and Robin Tilden. Quorum (of 10) established with 15 board members. Len Shaffer provided welcoming remarks. 
Absent: David Elan & Joyce Greene,

2.   Remarks by representatives of public officials. 
LAFD Battalion Chief Lopez:  Vegetation is getting overgrown so he cautioned those who have trouble in the sun to get out earlier, take water for hydration and be on the lookout for rattlesnakes. Take a walking stick as a precaution. There are 500 goats in Corbin Canyon and they are doing a great job in reaching places where the brush is thick. He recommended people do brush clearance to prevent wild fires spreading to their homes. 
· Jeff recommended keeping dogs on leashes because of the foxtails that are very injurious. 
· Len added that it’s coyote breeding season. 
· Duncan asked about brush clearance timelines. 
· The Captain said it’s an ongoing thing.

Katie Abrams, Supervisor Horvath’s rep, gave her report. The Supervisor directed the Department of Economic Opportunity to do an economic analysis on the acquisition on the potential Warner/Paramount merger. The Metro board is voting on the K Line northern extension this week. Last week, the board approved a motion to extend key price gouging extensions for families affected by the fires. Last week the board approved a motion to reform better healthcare in the country’s homeless care system for those with serious mental illness. Katie will be leaving the office to go to UCLA Law School. Paige will be the new Field Deputy for TNC and will be attend Earth Day events. 

John Darnell, DONE Rep, said the bylaws due date has been moved to May 1st.  
After he got knocked off Zoom, Len read: “Budget Day is June 27, 2026. NC Elections could get postponed due to the City Clerk’s budget. The Mayor’s budget will be out on April 20th. The NextDoor workshop is March 26th and each NC will get a free NextDoor account. 

Safi Lodin, CM Blumenfield’s office, said their “Goat Motion” led to the pilot program in assisting the LA City Fire Department with brush clearance. The goats are out of Mariposa and are being sent to areas where brush makes firefighting more difficult. Corbin Canyon Park is the first location, up on the hillsides. The Audubon Society was a partner with this effort. The Bureau of Street Lighting is at an all-time low in staffing. CD3 is looking to raise money for putting a team together to do streetlight repairs as the result of copper wire theft. They hope to get all the lights in the district repaired before the CM leaves office. Two vendors are being considered for the LAPD license plate readers. Safi said he hoped they would be installing them this summer. The CM funded $350K for two drones for the Topanga Division. They will assess situations that are dangerous to police officers and have a 1,000-hour lifespan. There will be a paper shredding event coming up, date: TBA. 
Eran asked about sidewalks on Reseda Blvd. 
Iris thanked the CM for paying for overtime for LAPD W. Valley.  
Safi reviewed all of the contracts/agencies to which the CM’s office has contributed. 
Barry asked if contractors could be hired to pick up the slack at the Bureau of Street Lighting. Safi said a lot of departments use contractors already. 
Barry reported a sinkhole on Topham, west of Tampa, that needs repair. 
Safi said that location was flooded in the last rainstorm. The Bureau of Street Services needs a reconstruction of the street, rather than a simple repair. 
Duncan talked about wholistic programs using animals, goats, cows and horses that can graze in urban settings and suggested Pierce College as a good location to house animals.
 
3.   	Public Comments:
· Barri Worth-Girvan, a L.A. City Council candidate for CD3, gave her background. She is a working mom and grew up in the West Valley. She’s worked in the city, state and county. Election Day is May 2nd.

· Sam Fisher, resident near Vanalden & Hatteras, said there is a drug house around the corner and he wants to protect the kids in the neighborhood.

· Riley Keenan, a stakeholder, endorsed Sam’s complaint about the drug house. 

· Glenn Bailey said the next VANC meeting is April 9th at which the mayor is supposed to be attending. Submit questions to the mayor ahead of time.  

4. 	Budget Advocate/Representative Report  -  Glenn Bailey, co-chair of Budget Advocates, said the vacancy in Region 3 was filled by William Bird from Winnetka NC. The mayor will release her budget for the city on April 20th. A Town Hall focused on the budget will be held Sunday, April 26th at 1 p.m. The City Council will vote on the budget the 3rd week of May. 

5. Executive Secretary’s Report – Iris noted that Bob Shmaeff has six absences and will be removed from the board and that Joyce needs to update her trainings. She suggested board members have their cameras on during the board meetings.

6. Discussion and motion – (Heissler/Polonsky) moved to postpone the vote on approval of minutes of the February 24, 2026 meeting until the April board meeting. 

The motion carried unanimously. 14-0-0.
Voting Yea: Bassirat, Clark, Edelman, Goldberg, Heissler, MacIntosh, Mausner, Molina, Polonsky, Rawlings, Rogen, Saucier, Shaffer, and Tilden
Opposed: (0)
Abstaining: (0)
Absent: (3) Elan, Greene & Bedrossian

Committee and other Reports  
7.     Executive Committee 
a.   CIS 25-1083 Motion on SB79: (Shaffer/Saucier) moved, “Resolved :The TNC Board approves the Executive Committee’s recommendation to file a CIS to  Council File 25-1083 supporting the Planning Department’s recommendation of C-1 regarding
		implementation of SB79 if amended as follows:
		1. The proposed density changes must be clearly defined as an “incentive” program, not a rezoning or upzoning of these neighborhoods allowing the incentives to be withdrawn if SB 79 is amended or repealed. 
		2. All existing setback requirements of the underlying zoning must be maintained.
		3. All affected property owners and residents must receive mailed notification of the proposed changes to ensure robust outreach beyond online notifications.
		Len explained that option C2 was the most beneficial for the Valley. However, it would create havoc on the westside. C1 was the option that allows increased density up to 3 stories by the affected areas. 
		
		Len said the City Council voted on it today and they refused to accept option C1 and weren’t sure about the incentives or setbacks and whether to go 3 or 4 stories in the commercial corridor but mixed-use housing was prioritized for the commercial corridor.

		Glenn said the final vote of the City Council was 13-0. He attended a Planning Department meeting last night and talked about what was discussed.
		
		The motion carried: 12-1-1.
 Voting Yea: (12) Bassirat, Clark, Edelman, Goldberg, Heissler, MacIntosh, Mausner,   Polonsky, Rogen, Saucier, Shaffer, and Tilden
		Opposed: (1) Rawlings
	 	Abstaining: (1) Molina 
 Absent: (3) Elan, Greene & Bedrossian

b.		Discussion and motion: Resolved: The TNC Board approves the Executive Committee’s motion to suspend the standing rule regarding Committee Jurisdiction for this meeting only for the purpose of approving funding issues.

		 Len suggested skipping this item as it was covered by Item D.

c.	Amendment of Bylaws Article 10: (Shaffer/MacIntosh) moved, “Resolved: 
Whereas, the proposed bylaws amendment having been posted on the Councils web site for at least thirty (30) days and that fact has been publicized by at least two (2) electronic mailings to the Councils E-mail list and on the Council’s social media accounts not less than seven (7) days apart, and
Whereas, the first email and social media notification and location posting were contemporaneous with the posting on the web site, and. 
Whereas, such E-mail notifications and social media postings invited comment from the stakeholders, 	either in writing or by public comment at the Board meeting where the matter is on the agenda for Board approval,  
Now Therefore, TNC Board approves the recommendation of the Executive Committee to amend the TNC bylaws, by adding the following language to Article X, Elections: 
In the event the city agency responsible for conducting Neighborhood Council elections is, for whatever reason, unable to conduct the election, the Board may choose to conduct a selection process in lieu of an election for that election cycle only.

The motion carried: 14-0-0
Voting Yea: Bassirat, Clark, Edelman, Goldberg, Heissler, MacIntosh, Molina, Polonsky, Rawlings, Rogen, Saucier, Shaffer, and Tilden
Opposed: (0)
Abstaining: (0)
	Absent: (3) Elan, Greene & Bedrossian

  d.	Suspension of Standing Rules: (Shaffer/Goldberg) moved, “Resolved: The TNC adopts the Executive Committee’s recommendation to suspend the standing rule regarding committee jurisdiction for this meeting only for the purpose of presenting and voting on motions involving funding.”
	Len explained that Harvey was unable to hold his Budget Committee meeting this month and that’s why it was necessary to take this vote.

	The motion carried unanimously. 14-0-0.
Voting Yea: Bassirat, Clark, Edelman, Goldberg, Heissler, MacIntosh, Mausner, Molina, Polonsky, Rawlings, Rogen, Saucier, Shaffer, and Tilden
Opposed: (0)
Abstaining: (0)
Absent: (3) Elan, Greene & Bedrossian

8. Budget, Harvey Goldberg announced the next Budget Committee meeting as April 22, 2026. Two of the schools, Portolo & Nestles, have turned in requests for grants totaling $5,000 from the TNC budget. 

a. Discussion and motion, “Resolved: The TNC Board approves the Budget Committee’s recommendation to approve the February 2026 expenditures for submission to City Clerk (MER) and approve the Financial Statement.”

Harvey corrected the motion to state: “Resolved: The TNC Board approves the Executive Committee’s recommendation to approve the February 2026 expenditures for submission to City Clerk (MER).”

(Goldberg/Clark) moved the motion “Resolved: The TNC Board approves the Executive Committee’s recommendation to approve the February 2026 expenditures for submission to City Clerk (MER).”

	The motion carried unanimously. 14-0-0.
Voting Yea: Bassirat, Clark, Edelman, Goldberg, Heissler, MacIntosh, Mausner, Molina, Polonsky, Rawlings, Rogen, Saucier, Shaffer, and Tilden
Opposed: (0)
Abstaining: (0)
Absent: (3) Elan, Greene & Bedrossian

b. Approval of the Revised Budget: (Goldberg/Polonsky) moved, “Resolved: Based on approval of  agenda items 9a and b the TNC Board approves a revised budget for the fiscal year July 1, 2025-June 30, 2026 to include that item. The Board further approves all necessary forms and paperwork required to update the budget and directs the Treasurer and/or President to prepare such and to submit it to the City Clerk’s Funding Division.

The motion carried unanimously. 14-0-0.
Voting Yea: Bassirat, Clark, Edelman, Goldberg, Heissler, MacIntosh, Mausner, Molina, Polonsky, Rawlings, Rogen, Saucier, Shaffer, and Tilden
Opposed: (0)
Abstaining: (0)
Absent: (3) Elan, Greene & Bedrossian


9.  Outreach
a.	Booth at West Valley - Warner Center Chamber: (Saucier/MacIntosh) moved, “Resolved: The TNC approves the following motion by the Outreach and Events Committees: TNC will have a booth at the West Valley-Warner Center Chamber of Commerce CD 3 candidate Forum  on Tuesday, April 14, at 5:30PM, that will be held at the Rose Goldwater Community Center located at Westfield Topanga, 21710 Vanowen Street, Canoga Park; and allocating $150 to purchase the booth space.
   		 (Iris/Terry) Motion passed, 4 yes, 1 No).

		Len said this would be a tabling event. Terry said she would not be there.

	The motion carried: 6-5-3
	 Voting Yea: (6) Clark, Edelman, Heissler, Tilden, MacIntosh & Mausner, 
	 Opposed: (5) Bassirat, Saucier, Goldberg, Rogen & Shaffer 
	 Abstaining: (3) Molina, Polonsky & Rawlings
	Absent: (3) Elan, Greene & Bedrossian

b.	   CD3 Joint Meeting: (Saucier/Polonsky) moved: “Resolved: The TNC approves the following motion by the Outreach and Events Committees: The TNC Board will support the Reseda Neighborhood Council CD 3 candidate forum on Monday, April 27, at 6:30PM that will be held at the Magnolia Science Academy, located at 18238 Sherman Way, Reseda; and spending NTE $150 for items including but not limited to fliers, refreshments, and other materials. (Terry/Parastou) Motion passed, 5 yes, 0 No. (This will require the posting of a Special Joint Meeting Agenda with the other participating Neighborhood Councils).”

		Len said this would be a candidate forum with 5 NCs in CD3.

		The motion carried: 11-1-2. (Len, Eran noted this incorrectly – mine is the right count)

Voting Yea: Clark, Edelman, Goldberg, Heissler, MacIntosh, Mausner, Polonsky, Rogen, Saucier, Shaffer, and Tilden
Opposed: (1) Bassirat
Abstaining: (2) Molina & Rawlings
Absent: (3) Elan, Greene & Bedrossian

10. Events, Parastou Bassirat spoke about Earth Day.
	Outreach: Terry reminded the board to attend the Earth Day event on April 11th and she discussed preparations for that event. 

11. Transportation/Public Safety, Susan Rogan – No report. Len talked about the speed humps on Reseda Blvd. He said people are not hearing the sound of racing cars on Reseda Blvd. at night. However, Eran said cars are continuing to do donuts in the street around Braemar and Mulholland Park. Terry said it is happening in her area, as well.
	
12. Animal Welfare, Jeff Mausner reported 250 dogs and 66 cats were seized by L.A. County Animal Control from a single property. This is placing a significant strain on their resources so they are urging the public to foster or adopt animals. L.A, City Animal Services took in 100 of the rescued dogs and they are being transported to other locations by Wings for Life and Paws for Life. Jeff said budget advocates recommended $31,869,000 with no cuts for L.A. Animal Services, plus additional increases for sterilization costs for dogs and cats. The Animal Services budget is currently too low to take of all the animals in the city.
	
13. Beautification, Iris Polonsky said she didn’t hold a meeting this month. However, they are composing a CIS to the councilmember to reinstate street sweeping. 
	
`14.  Homelessness, Matthew reported on behalf of Joyce Greene that the Therapy in Action Center has received an increase in tents. It is an ADA-accessible site. She contacted LAPD to clear out the transients.
	
15. Rules, Leonard Shaffer – No report.
	
16.  Government Action, Sylvia Bedrossian & Matthew Clark – No report.
	
17. Ad Hoc VNY, Mathew Clark – LAWA released an RFP to rezone some of the airport zones for special aviation. He spoke about his understanding of this but is waiting for further info from a CAC member. 

18.  NCSA, Terry Saucier stated that a candidate forum was held for those running for city attorney. The current city attorney was not present. Glenn added that there are four candidates for city attorney.

19. VANC, Leonard Shaffer – No report. 
20.  LANCC, Leonard Shaffer – They discussed SB79 and the goats in the Sepulveda Basin. Glenn said the meeting was recorded and also featured the city attorney for a robust conversation. 

21.  DWP MOU – No report.

22.    Board Business: None.

	23.    Adjournment at 9:53 p.m.

-Minutes by Pat Kramer, AtWork-





