


TARZANA NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL
BOARD MEETING AGENDA
Tuesday September 30, 2025 7:00 PM
SPECIAL MEETING
Tarzana Child Care Center
5700 Beckford Ave., Tarzana, CA 91356


1.  Call to Order at 7:07 p.m. by TNC President Len Shaffer with welcoming remarks. 
Roll Call: Leonard J. Shaffer President, Eran Heissler 1st VP, Jeff Mausner 2nd VP, Harvey Goldberg Treasurer, Iris Polonsky Exec. Secretary, Parastou Bassirat, Sylvia Bedrossian, Barry Edelman, Duncan MacIntosh, Matthew Clark, Susan Rogen, David Elan, Terry Saucier, and Robin Tilden. Quorum achieved with 14 board members present. Absent: Five board members: Joyce Greene, Sharon Molina, John Rawlings, Sima Salek, Bob Shmaeff.

2. Remarks By Representatives Of Public Officials: 
Katie Abrams, L.A. County Supervisor Lindsey Horvath’s field deputy, gave a report. Some of the highlights included:
· The supervisor created a motion to make the Emergency Management Department a dedicated stand-alone department. Other measures include: updating and clarifying evacuation policies and county code, formalizing processes, expanding staffing, removing outdated technology, and restructuring the office of emergency management. The board approved that motion unanimously, 5-0. 
· The emergency rent release program went through which provides $30MM in funding to Angelenos who have been impacted by the wildfires as well as immigrants impacted by ICE. It will provide rent and mortgage relief for up to six months for up to $15K. She also announced Latino Heritage Month in September. 
· She talked about some updates concerning Metro: Red Barn is not continuing their lease and Tarzana Treatment Center’s lease is not being extended. That site will now be used to store Metro’s supplies during their corridor update and it will be fenced off. 

Len added that increasing crime in that area led to the decision for Red Barn not renewing their lease, according to Councilmember Blumenfield. 

· Barry said it bothered him to hear about this occurring. 
· Robin noted that more and more businesses are vacating in this area. She asked if there is a limit for how long a business can be boarded up and left vacant.
· Len said there is no limit on abandoned buildings.
· Katie said she would ask the Supervisor if they could help the small businesses which are experiencing hardship. She asked people to report vacant properties to their office so they can help with remediation. 
· Len said the City and County don’t allocate any money for Emergency Management. He asked if there will be a minimum allocated for their budget. If it’s an independent department, they will need a reasonable budget.
· Duncan spoke about the topsoil at Pierce College having lead in the ash and that this is a major problem. He asked what actions will be taken and if there is a way to advocate for this.
· Katie did not know what will happen at Pierce College.

Len said that the NEA for TNC could not attend this meeting and asked if everyone is getting the emails about the mandatory trainings. Many board members said they were receiving them.  	

3. Public Comments:
Mary Jane Zehnpfennig of Therapy in Action thanked Joyce Greene who is has been helping with the homeless in front of her pediatric clinic. She asked if anyone else has information about a designation called 41.18. Since Joyce has been helping, there is a lot more responsiveness with the homeless being cleared out pretty quickly.  

· Susan Rogen said the city attorney is writing a letter to Arco headquarters about their property where the homeless congregate.
· Mary Jane said she approached the manager of Arco and offered to pay for fencing to close off that area where they hide but they can’t do that due to gas flow and aerating. The owner is also fed up with this but nothing has worked to keep the homeless off his property.
· Barry said even if they put up a no trespassing sign, if it’s private property, LAPD’s hands are tied.

4. Budget Advocate/Representative Report: No report.

5. Executive Secretary’s Report: Iris said everyone is up to date on their trainings.

6. Approval of minutes of the August 26, 2025 meeting: (Heissler/Bedrossian) moved to approve the minutes as revised. The motion carried unanimously 14-0-0: 

Voting Yea: Leonard J. Shaffer, Eran Heissler, Jeff Mausner, Harvey Goldberg, Iris Polonsky,  Parastou Bassirat, Sylvia Bedrossian, Barry Edelman, Duncan MacIntosh, Matthew Clark, Susan Rogen, David Elan, Terry Saucier, and Robin Tilden. 
Opposed: (0)
Abstaining: (0)
Absent: Joyce Greene, Sharon Molina, John Rawlings, Sima Salek, & Bob Shmaeff. 

7. Committee and other Reports 
a. Executive Committee: Executive Committee Motion
		(Shaffer/Edelman) moved: Resolved: The TNC Board adopts the Executive Committee’s recommendation to pass the following recommendation: 

“WHEREAS, unregulated online pet sales fuel a shadow market that contributes to shelter overcrowding, consumer fraud, and animal suffering; and
WHEREAS, California shelters are experiencing crisis-level intake and elevated euthanasia rates, placing unsustainable burdens on local governments, taxpayers, and nonprofit rescue organizations; and
WHEREAS, families are routinely misled by fraudulent online ads, resulting in financial loss, emotional distress, and public health and safety risks; and
WHEREAS, websites, print publications, airlines, and ground transportation companies facilitate and profit from the sale and shipment of animals without adequately ensuring compliance with humane standards and applicable law; and,
WHEREAS, the Fair Pet Foundation has proposed legislation to hold online platforms, advertisers, and carriers accountable for compliance, including meaningful penalties for violations, in order to disrupt the pipeline that enables backyard breeders, puppy mills, and illegal sellers; and,
WHEREAS, certain forms of private enforcement by qualified animal-welfare organizations have been recognized in California law, and a carefully designed framework could enhance compliance while minimizing costs to taxpayers; and
WHEREAS, stronger oversight of online pet sales and transport may reduce shelter intake and save the lives of companion animals;
	
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tarzana Neighborhood Council recognizes the urgent need for stronger protections for companion animals and consumers, and supports measures to:
1. curb illegal and inhumane online pet sales;
2. require platforms and carriers to verify compliance with applicable laws and humane standards;
3. impose meaningful penalties for violations; and
4. relieve pressure on municipal shelters and rescue partners.
		BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Tarzana Neighborhood Council urges the Los Angeles City Council to introduce and adopt a resolution requesting the state legislature to enact legislation to combat  illegal and inhumane online pet sales and the platforms and carriers that enable them, including options  for responsible private enforcement by qualified nonprofits with appropriate safeguards.”

	Carolyn Coradeschi of Fair Pet Foundation spoke about passing the bill that will stop the online pet forums like Craigs List and Facebook which allow for the sale of black-market pets. Shelters are overcrowded and euthanasia is up at the highest rate yet. 

	The motion carried unanimously 14-0-0: 

Voting Yea: Leonard J. Shaffer, Eran Heissler, Jeff Mausner, Harvey Goldberg, Iris Polonsky,  Parastou Bassirat, Sylvia Bedrossian, Barry Edelman, Duncan MacIntosh, Matthew Clark, Susan Rogen, David Elan, Terry Saucier, and Robin Tilden. 
Opposed: (0)
Abstaining: (0)
Absent: Joyce Greene, Sharon Molina, John Rawlings, Sima Salek, & Bob Shmaeff.

9.  Budget Committee:
Harvey Goldberg stated that those on committees who want to spend money, bring their requests to the Budget Committee. There is about $9,000 available to spend and $15,000 reserved for the schools for grants ($2,500 per school). 

a. Approval of the MER for August 2025: (Goldberg/Polonsky) moved, “Resolved: The TNC Board approves the August 2025 expenditures for submission to City Clerk (MER) and Financial Statements as of August 31, 2025.” 

The motion carried unanimously 14-0-0: 
Voting Yea: Leonard J. Shaffer, Eran Heissler, Jeff Mausner, Harvey Goldberg, Iris Polonsky,  Parastou Bassirat, Sylvia Bedrossian, Barry Edelman, Duncan MacIntosh, Matthew Clark, Susan Rogen, David Elan, Terry Saucier, and Robin Tilden. 
 Opposed: (0)
 Abstaining: (0)
 Absent: Joyce Greene, Sharon Molina, John Rawlings, Sima Salek, & Bob Shmaeff


b. Approval of the Revised Budget for the current Fiscal Year: (Goldberg/Bedrossian) moved “Resolved: The TNC Board adopts the Budget Committee’s recommendation to approve a revised budget for the current fiscal year including adding the rollover revenue of $10,977.94, from that amount, allocating $955 to NPG’s for the Tarzana Public Schools, bringing the total to $3,000/school, and, allocating $269.85 to Operations, Meeting Expenses, Refreshments, Prior Fiscal Year to cover expenses for Refreshments for the FYE 6/30/25 paid in the current fiscal year.”

The motion carried unanimously 14-0-0: 
Voting Yea: Leonard J. Shaffer, Eran Heissler, Jeff Mausner, Harvey Goldberg, Iris Polonsky,  Parastou Bassirat, Sylvia Bedrossian, Barry Edelman, Duncan MacIntosh, Matthew Clark, Susan Rogen, David Elan, Terry Saucier, and Robin Tilden. 
 Opposed: (0)
 Abstaining: (0)
 Absent: Joyce Greene, Sharon Molina, John Rawlings, Sima Salek, & Bob Shmaeff

8. Committee Reports:
Outreach, Terry Saucier asked the board members to send her anything they want to promote on the website or social media. They are promoting several current events right now which she announced. 

Events, Parastou Bassirat – No report.

Transportation/Public Safety, Susan Rogan said Oct. 5th is the deadline for reporting crime to LAPD for their special meeting coming up. At their committee meeting, they talked about being pre-empted for their previous meeting by LAPD. She spoke about the City Attorney’s letter to Arco. Regarding transportation, there’s a plan for another roundabout on Reseda Blvd., she filed a request to MyLA311 about an easement from Cahill to Donna (by Tarzana Elementary) where a home owners’ plant material has overgrown the easement. There’s also a homeless encampment and graffiti there.  
	
Animal Welfare, Jeff Mausner said things are not good at the animal shelters. Dog occupancy is 144% over capacity. Animal Services’ president said they are now euthanizing healthy dogs for space. Spay/Neuter vouchers are running low for the cat program so monthly allotments to those non profits that hand these out are being cut back. This will mean more ferals and an increase in the cat population. He said there has to be funding and enforcement of a spay/neuter program for residents with pets. This short-sighted approach will cause more suffering. The motion to cut down on illegal pet sales needs to be adopted by the state and there needs to be more enforcement. The consultant hired by the city to assess the Animal Services Department said there is a lack of staff for fostering and adopting programs. Hundreds of dogs have gotten respiratory ailments at the South LA shelter and then been put down. Everything is falling apart at Animal Services. He spoke about a dog named “Nima” who is still at the shelter. Mayor Bass is still blocking the Sister City program in Vietnam regarding banning consumption of dog meat. 
	 
Beautification, Iris Polonsky: No report.
	 
 Homelessness, Mathew spoke on behalf of Joyce Greene about Topham Street being cleared out by LAPD Officer Scoggins. Barry attended the Congress of NCs regarding homelessness and he said he would share that report. 
	 
Rules, Leonard Shaffer: No report. 
	 
Government Action, Sima Salek & Sylvia Bedrossian – No report.
	 
Ad Hoc VNY, Len said a private flight service at Van Nuys Airport has started charter service flights from L.A. to Maui, but did this quietly. 
	 
NCSA, Terry Saucier – Oct. 7th at 6 p.m. is the next virtual meeting.
	 
 VANC, Leonard said there were some arguments over a ruling by the City Attorney, after some NCs proposed legislation that would benefit their area over the objections of the city attorney. 
          
LANCC, Leonard Shaffer – No report.
       
 DWP MOU – Len asked Terry if she could attend the meeting every other month on a Saturday 
Morning, 8:30 – 10 a.m. He informed the board that DWP has a memorandum of understanding
(MOU) with the neighborhood councils. Duncan said he is interested in this.

22.    Board Business: 
Len said he was asked how to get an item on the agenda, which he explained.
Robin said she would like to get street cleaning back in Tarzana.

23.    Adjournment: 8:23 p.m.

-Minutes by Pat Kramer, AtWork-


	
	
	







