



TARZANA NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL
BOARD MEETING 


Tuesday January 24, 2017  
Tarzana Elementary School Auditorium                                 

5726 Topeka Dr., Tarzana, CA 91356

1. Call to Order at 7:03 p.m. by TNC President Len Shaffer. Welcoming remarks and pledge. Roll Call: Elliot Durant, Barry Edelman, Max Flehinger, David Garfinkle, Harvey Goldberg, Eran Heissler, Iris Polonsky, Jonathan Reich, Ken Schwartz, Len Shaffer, Bob Schmaeff, Richard Silverman, and Esther Wieder. Quorum established with 13 board members. (Absent: Terry Saucier, Jeff Mausner, Joyce Greene, Reuben Dori, and Guy Bachar).

2. Remarks by representatives of public officials: 
· Svetlana, Deputy for Council Member Blumenfield, spoke about the Homeless Count saying that there has been an 11% increase across the city (30% in the Valley, alone). 
· LAPD Senior Lead Officer Daryl Scoggins reported that crime is up 28.5% over last year. In December there were: 3 street robberies, 4 aggravated assaults, 14 burglaries, 7 stolen cars, 17 car break-ins & 15 thefts on boulevard.  There are now stipulations on sleeping/living in cars in L.A. There are maps indicating where it is permissible and where it is not. See: LAMC85.02WestValley. 
3. Public Comments – Jay Bieber of the North Hills West NC spoke on behalf of Measure S.
4. Speaker – West Valley Area LAPD Captain Rafael Ramirez talked about the challenges to his department since he arrived last year. An increase in the transient population is contributing to residential break-ins & burglaries. He also spoke about the measures they are taking to deal with these challenges. He said combating burglaries is their primary focus. There were 500+ burglaries in the Valley south of the boulevard last year out of more than 1000 Valley-wide. Captain Ramirez has 27 years with the LAPD and is from East L.A.
5. Budget Advocate Report – Wayne Springer Springer spoke about attending the Budget & Finance Committee’s Special Meeting where Councilmember Englender proposed the purchase of a contaminated piece of land for $60 MM to add to the L.A. River Project. He pointed out that none of the Budget Advocates were present for this discussion and questioned why the Budget Advocates are not involved in these type of meetings.
6. Minutes – (Heissman/Wieder) moved to approve the minutes of the December 13, 2016 board meeting as corrected. The motion carried.
7.  
Board Vacancies: 
· The TNC Board unanimously approved the appointment of Jennifer Varela as Residential Renter. . 
· The TNC Board approved the appointments of Susan Lord and Pam Blatner as Reserved At Large board members. (David Levy was the 3rd candidate who was not appointed). 
8. 
(Goldberg/Reich) moved the approval of the November 2016 expenditures for submission to DONE (MER). The motion carried unanimously.
9.
(Goldberg/Wieder) moved approval of the December 2016 expenditures for submission to DONE (MER). The motion carried unanimously.
10. 
(Goldberg/Heissler) moved approval of the Financial Statements as of November 30 and December 31, 2016. The motion carried.
7. (Goldberg/Polonsky) moved, Resolved: The TNC Board approves the Budget Committee’s recommendation to fund the request from the San Fernando Valley Arts & Cultural Center for a NPG for $2,495 for their April 2017 "First Peoples" exhibit in the amount of $500.00. The motion carried: 13-0-0.
8. 
(Goldberg/Flehinger) moved, “Resolved: The TNC Board approves the Budget Committee’s recommendation to fund the request from the Making the Arts Real for Youth Foundation for a NPG for $900 to support their March 5, 2017 3rd Annual Children's Art Exhibit and Watercolor Workshop in the amount of $550.00.” The motion carried: 13-0-0.
9. (Shaffer/Heissler) moved, “Resolved: The TNC Board approves the Land Use Committee’s recommendation to support the Starbucks proposal for the south/east corner of Reseda Blvd and Victory Blvd with the following conditions: the restaurant hours be limited to 5:00 am to 12:30 am on Sunday through Thursday and from 5:00 am to 1:00 am on Friday and Saturday; that a 24 hour, 7 day a week hot line be available for complaints.” The motion carried.
Stakeholder Harriet Kusal was opposed to the project. She said she wasn’t notified of the proposal by Starbucks. 

10. (Shaffer/Garfinkle) moved, “Resolved: The TNC Board approves the Land Use Committee’s recommendation to support the proposal for a 16 unit small lot subdivision on a current RA property located at 5701 Etiwanda. The motion carried: 13-0-0.

Wayne Springer (puppet) spoke against this project.

Ellia Thompson, who represented the developer, is proposing building 16 units of “attainable housing” of 1400 – 1500 square ft. selling in the low $600,000s. 
11. (Flehinger/Reich) moved, “Resolved: The TNC Board approves the Transportation Committee’s motion to perform a search for a qualified entity to perform a traffic study of the Reseda Blvd Area from Ventura Blvd to Victory Blvd and adjacent intersecting streets, including Burbank Blvd to the East bound entrance to the 101 Ventura Freeway and if possible, to obtain an independent funding source for the study.” The motion carried unanimously.
12. (Shaffer/Wieder moved, “Resolved: The TNC Board approves the appointment of Board member Jeff Mausner as the alternate VANC representative.” The motion carried.
13. Committee and other Reports
Outreach – Esther announced that Earth Day will be April 8 from 10 – 3 at Tarzana Park. 
Land Use – David explained the city’s requirement for an owner to build a second dwelling.  
Transportation – Max gave his report on items that have been problematic, including: shrubbery impacting motorists, a request to close the Shirley tunnel (it’s not going to close, improvements will be done by Street Services), parking restrictions on Martha, speeding on Reseda Boulevard (speed readers have been installed and speeding tickets have been given out), and a request for “Stop Ahead” signage on Vanalden by Tarzana Park. 
Animal Welfare – No report. Jeff was authorized to attend another meeting.
DWP MOU – No report. Joyce was authorized to attend another meeting.
Beautification – Iris stated that there is new Tarzana signage on Ventura Boulevard. 
14. President’s Remarks by Len:


Civic U – 1-17-17


Proposition S



DONE response to City Council re elections
19.
Board Member Comment – Elliot spoke about the effectiveness of using social media for Neighborhood Watch alerts.
20. 
Future Agenda Items and other Calendar Events
21.
Adjournment – 10:03 p.m.
-Minutes by Pat Kramer, Apple One-

