



TARZANA NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL
BOARD MEETING 


Tuesday October 25, 2016  
Tarzana Elementary School Auditorium                                 

5726 Topeka Dr., Tarzana, CA 91356

1. Call to Order at 7:07 p.m. by Len Shaffer, TNC President. Roll Call: Quorum reached with 13 board members: Guy Bachar, Elliot Durant, Max Flehinger, David Garfinkle, Harvey Goldberg, Joyce Greene, Eran Heissler, Jeff Mausner, Iris Polonsky, Terry Saucier, Ken Schwartz, and Len Shaffer. Absent: Reuben Dori, Barry Edelman, Syed Hussaini, Ramy Lahav, Jonathan Reich, Bob Shmaeff & Richard Silverman. Welcoming Remarks and Pledge.
2. Remarks by representatives of public officials: Kevin Taylor, rep for the Mayor’s Office, said the city’s #1 issue is homelessness. The Mayor has really stepped up to the plate with major policy concepts. His homelessness strategy involves street engagement using law enforcement, resource providers and street sanitation. Following that is a long-term housing investment. The 3rd strategy is prevention with services such as rehabilitation and mental health. He reviewed ballot issues that the Mayor favors. He talked about ongoing work to repair potholes on streets, meals for low-income seniors, efforts toward sustainability and energy reduction. 
Svetlana from Councilmember Blumenfield’s office invited everyone to an open house on December 8th, 2016 at 7 p.m. at their office. She also talked about a job creation plan: Council File 150850, the first comprehensive, citywide economic development plan. 
3. Public Comments:

· Glenn Bailey spoke about indiscretions in the Code of Conduct for certain board members. He also invited everyone to the Valley Alliance of NCs meeting in Studio City. 
· Paul Edelman, Chief of Natural Resources, MRCA, asked for support on Measure FFF. 

· James Latham, MRCA, explained the work that they do. You can reach the non-emergency # for the rangers at: 310 456-7049.
· LAPD Officer Hahn introduced himself. He works patrol in Tarzana. He talked about break-ins into cars. 

4. Speaker –LAPD Bomb Squad Officer Royal Barber, former SLO, gave a presentation on bombs and the type of situations they work with. Los Angeles is a top target for terrorists. He talked about the components of bombs and how they are hidden. On average, they handle over 400 calls a year. He urged everyone to call: 877-8-Threat if you see something that doesn’t look right.
5. Approval of minutes of September 27, 2016 meeting:  (Heissler/Wieder) moved to approve the minutes as revised. The motion passed unanimously.
6. Committee and other Reports
Outreach – no report.
Transportation – Max gave a report on truck parking restrictions he is working on, weed clearing, shrubbery that is interfering with visibility, tunnel closure questions & traffic remediation. 
Public Safety – Elliot talked about plans for his meeting.
Rules – no report.
Government Action – no report.
Animal Welfare – Jeffrey talked about the foster program which is ongoing at West Valley. This program is saving the lives of dozens of dogs. Animal Control trucks do not currently have air conditioning. He gave a Rock ‘n Rescue update as well as info on the 5th Animal Shelter project which would provide more space to house dogs. 
DWP MOU – Joyce gave a report on the MOU Oversight meeting. She talked about Measure RRR on the ballot and other relevant issues.
Budget Advocate Report – Harvey shared about the increase in funding to all NCs of $5,000 c/o Council President Wesson.
7. (Goldberg/Flehinger) moved that TNC approve the September 2016 expenditures for submission to DONE (MER). The motion carried unanimously.
8. (Goldberg/Wieder) moved that TNC approve the Financial Statements as of September 30, 2016. The motion carried unanimously.
9. (Garfinkle/Heissler) moved, “Resolved: The TNC Board approve the Land Use Committee’s recommendation regarding 5521-5545 N. Reseda Blvd and 18525-18531 W. Clark St. (CPC 2016-2881 GPA-ZC DB SPP-SPR) as follows:…”
Approve the project as proposed in the application CPC 2016-2881 GPA-ZC DB SPP-SPR, Approve the demolition of existing structures and construction of 5-story mixed use complex with 170 apartments, 7 live/work units and 6000+ square feet of retail; 
Approve request for a zone change to allow C2-1L over the entire project area;
Approve request for a General Plan Amendment and Community Plan change to allow zone change. Conditioned upon LADOT posting signs stating “No Left Turn” during the hours of 7:00AM to 10:00AM and 3:00PM to 7:00PM  at the intersection of west bound Clark Street and Reseda Blvd and the project’s driveway on the west side of Reseda Blvd.” 
During discussion, David said the property is run down but there were concerns about additional traffic being generated by this proposed which will include 170 multifamily units plus commercial space.

· Fred Gaines, Gaines and Stacey, LLP gave an overview of the project which includes an effort to create a walkable pedestrian - friendly entrance way on Reseda with retail and restaurants, a pocket park, and 170 units, low income housing, 7 live/work units and parking.
· Japanese restaurant owner Shinzo Koizumi was in favor of the project.
· Steve Wasserman spoke in favor of the project.

· Steven Wilheim, Wilheim & Wilheim, PC spoke in favor of the project. 

· Michael Povar, Tarzana Property Owners Association, spoke against the project due to its height and the traffic that is anticipated.

· Diana Williams, CEO of W. Valley Warner Center Chamber of Commerce was in favor of the project.

· Kathy Delle Donne was in favor of the project. She felt it would be great for business improvement.

· Ann Bose, president of W. Valley Warner Center Chamber, said it would be a great addition to the neighborhood.
The motion carried with 1 opposed (Garfinkle).
10. (Shaffer/Polonsky) moved, “Resolved: The TNC Board approves Land Use Committee’s recommendation regarding Providence Tarzana Medical Center at 18321 Clark Street as follows:
Approve the project as proposed in the VTTM Master Land Use Application Form including
The request for an amendment to the Ventura-Cahuenga Blvd Corridor Specific Plan to move the boundary of the Plan area to exclude the project

The request for an amendment to the General Plan and the Tarzana- Encino Community Plan to allow zone change.

The request a zone change to allow construction of a 120 foot 6 story patient wing along the north side of the project.

The request for the grant of a major project conditional use permit 
The request for approval of the tentative tract map

Conditioned upon placement of a condition on the project property and the lots covered by the tentative tract map that all current and future buildings will be for medical use only.”
Dale Surowitz, CEO of Providence Tarzana Medical Center, talked about the scope of the hospital and the stakeholders they serve. The project would enhance pedestrian circulation, improvements to the flow of traffic with an added signal on Burbank Boulevard and an added right-hand turn lane into the hospital, which would include an amendment to the community plan.

(Shaffer/Heissler) made a motion to amend, striking the last sentence and substituting the following conditions: “that either a site plan review or a major development project conditional use permit will be required for any structure proposed on the property that is greater than 45’ in height and proposed primarily for uses other than for medical and medical-related purposes. This limitation shall not apply to structures that will be used primarily for medical and medical-related purposes, including but not limited to hospital, medical office, clinic, drug store, parking and uses customarily incidental to and related to medical purposes, now and in the future.”
The motion to amend was unanimous. The amended motion carried.
11.
President’s Remarks
 


Taste of Encino – Len said this produced some new volunteers. 


VANCC 2016 Planning Forum November 10 – Len asked for participation for this event.
Len announced that the November/December meeting will take place on 12/13/16 as a Special Meeting.

12.
Board Member Comment – Harvey announced his Budget Committee date. Len has gotten the Emergency Preparedness Alliance and NC Sustainability Committee to work together.
13.
Adjournment: 10:32 p.m.  Minutes by Pat Kramer, Apple One.

