
TARZANA NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL
BOARD MEETING 


Tuesday May 24, 2016  
Tarzana Elementary School Auditorium                                 
5726 Topeka Dr., Tarzana, CA 91356

1. Call to Order at 6:35 p.m., Welcoming Remarks and Pledge. Roll Call: Bachar, Dori, Durant, Flehinger, Garfinkle, Goldberg, Greene, Heissler, Lahav, Mausner, Polonsky, Saucier, Shaffer, Shmaeff and Wieder. Absent: Reich, Schwartz, Silverman, & Wertheim. Hussaini arrived at 7:30 p.m. (Guy & Reuben left at 8:05 p.m.). Quorum established.
2. 
Approval of minutes of April 26. 2016 meeting – Tabled to June meeting.
3. Remarks by representatives of public officials. 
4. LAPD Rep gave crime stats and talked about the upcoming Neighborhood Watch meeting. 

5. Svetlana, the new Field Deputy for Councilmember Blumenfield, addressed the board and answered questions about the Home Energy Improvement Program’s six month backlog.
6. Public Comments:
Janice Kamenir-Reznik spoke about her platform for State Senate.

Warren Holden spoke about a series of break-ins and residents’ responses.
7. Committee and other Reports
Land Use – David spoke about a meeting at PLUM Committee on the billboard ordinance and updated the board on TNC’s stand.
Transportation – Max reviewed his report.
Animal Welfare – Jeff asked board members to foster a dog to save them from euthanasia. He spoke about a number of dogs that were rescued from a neglect situation and the strain it places on the West Valley shelter to house them.
8. (Goldberg/Flehinger) moved approval of 2016 expenditures for submission to DONE (MER). The motion carried.

9. (Goldberg/Heissler) moved approval of 2016 expenditures for submission to DONE (MER). The motion carried.
8.
(Goldberg/Heissler) moved: “Resolved: The TNC Board approves the Budget Committee’s recommendation to reverse previously budgeted but unneeded expenditures for the FYE June 30, 2016 as follows: Operations $1,422.96; Outreach $4,938.99; Community Improvement Projects $1,200.00; Elections $5,787.20. A total of $13,349.15, to be reclassified as Unallocated.”
9.
(Goldberg/Polonsky) moved, “Resolved: The TNC Board approves the Budget Committee’s recommendation to purchase 21 logo shirts for Board members from Offsides in an amount NTE $690. This item would be classified as Outreach, Advertising and come from Unallocated.” The motion carried: 10 – 0 (with 5 ineligible to vote).
Recess at 7:02 p.m. for the Awards Ceremony.

Meeting resumed at 7:32 p.m. 

Public Comment:

· David Cain, Exec. Director of America’s Healthy Kids, introduced his largescale event to get kids outside and moving.

· Eileen Smulson of Operation Blankets of Love spoke about the state of animals in the shelters. Her nonprofit provides for 12,000 rescue animals. She wants to get out to the schools to teach children to be kind to animals.

10.  
(Goldberg/Heissler) moved, “The TNC Board approves the Budget Committee’s recommendation to approve the request from the TNC Beautification Committee to purchase and install 64 pole banners to be installed on 32 poles from AAA Flag and Banner for a cost NTE $11,000. To be classified as Outreach, Advertising and come from Unallocated.” The motion carried 10-1.
The board voted on items 11, 12 & 13 as a group:
11.
(Goldberg/Dori) moved, “Resolved: The TNC Board approves the Budget Committee’s recommendation to support the request of the LA Congress of Neighborhoods for their Networking/Empower LA Awards event in the amount of $500 to be classified as Outreach, Events and come from Unallocated.
12.
(Goldberg/Dori) moved, “Resolved: The TNC Board approves the Budget Committee’s recommendation to support the request for funding from the Neighborhood Council Budget Advocates in the amount of $250 to be classified as Outreach, Advertising and come from Unallocated.

13.
(Goldberg/Dori) moved, “Resolved: The TNC Board approves the Budget Committee’s recommendation to support the request for funding from the LA Congress of Neighborhoods for their September 2016 Annual Event in the amount NTE $7,500, the actual amount to be determined by the TNC President and Treasurer on June 16, 2016 based on the maximum funds available. To be classified as Operations, Retreat and Training and come from Unallocated.”  All three motions carried 10-1.
14.
(Goldberg/Shmaeff) moved, “Resolved: The TNC authorize the purchase of Outreach, Advertising, General Promotional Items from Home Depot NTE $620.00 that were previously budgeted. All items will have our NC name affixed to them.” The motion carried: 10 – 1.
15.
(Goldberg/Polonsky) moved, “Resolved: The TNC Board approves the revised budget to include the above approved expenditures and/or revised expenditures.” The motion carried, 10 – 1.
16. 
(Goldberg/Garfinkle) moved, “Resolved: The TNC Board approves the filing of a CIS supporting Council File 16-0093 as follows:

1. The Tarzana Neighborhood Council supports the recommendations of the DWP (MOU Oversight Committee and the DWP (Advocacy) Committee regarding the reform and restructure of the Department of Water and Power.

2. We support a fiduciary Board of Commissioners consisting of seven (7) qualified members appointed by the Mayor and confirmed by the City Council, serving staggered terms who may not be removed except for cause.  

3. We oppose a full, time, paid Board of Commissioners.  However, Commissioners would be entitled to reasonable per diem fees.

4. The Board would appoint the General Manager, determined policy, and establish rates.

5. The City Council would have the right to assert jurisdiction in certain matters, including rates, only for the purpose of affirming or denying the action by a supermajority vote.

6. The Board would be assisted by a more robust Ratepayers Advocate.

7. Contracting and procurement policies would be modified allowing the Department more flexibility.

10. The Transfer Fee would be subject to a City wide vote.”
Items 1 – 7 and 10 were approved unanimously (12 – 0).

(Goldberg/Shaffer) moved that TNC approve items 8 & 9, as follows:

8. The Department (DWP) would be responsible for labor negotiations.

9. The Department (DWP) would establish its own Human Resources Department, separate and distinct from the City’s Personnel Department.  DWP would not be subject to the City’s civil service rules.

The motion carried 11-2 (opposed: Durant & Garfinkle) with one abstention (Saucier).

17.
(Garfinkle/Durant) moved, “Resolved: The TNC approves the Land Use Committee’s recommendation to support the Plan approval application to demolish an approximately 2,800-square foot existing tennis clubhouse and replace it with an approximately 4,307-square foot, 19-foot maximum height, 1-story new tennis clubhouse on the premises of Braemar Country Club at 3951- 4015 Reseda Blvd.”  The motion carried unanimously.
Consultant Brad Rosenheim spoke on behalf of Braemar County Club. 
18.
(Garfinkle/Shaffer) moved, “Resolved: The TNC approves the Land Use Committee’s recommendation to support the application for a zone change at 18535 Burbank Boulevard to R3; to remove the 25 foot building line; and to construct a 13 unit apartment up to 45 feet in height.” The motion carried unanimously with one abstention (Polonsky).
19.
(Garfinkle/Shaffer) moved, “Resolved: The TNC approves the Land Use Committee’s recommendation to support the proposed ordinance regarding regulation of short term rentals (CPC-2016-12435-CA) dated 4/15/16 currently before the City Planning Commission.” The motion carried unanimously.
20.
(Garfinkle/Shaffer) moved, “Mansionization; Resolved: The TNC approves the Land Use Committee’s motion regarding changes to the mansionization ordinance as follow: Eliminate bonuses for all single family dwelling zones. The 10% “counter” bonus to be a noticed, discretionary action with a right of appeal by an interested party.” The motion carried: 12-0 (2 abstentions: Greene & Polonsky).
Public Comment:  A rep from Henry Stern’s campaign office for State Senate made an announcement. 

21. (Shaffer/Wieder) moved, “Resolved: The TNC Board approves the appointment of Harvey Goldberg and Syed Hussaini be appointed as Budget Representatives for Budget Day, July 30, 2016. The motion carried unanimously.
22.
(Shaffer/Shmaeff) moved, “Resolved: The TNC Board approves the appointment of Harvey Goldberg as card holder and first signer and Leonard Shaffer as second signer for all funding matters.” The motion carried unanimously.
23.
(Shaffer/Greene) moved, “Resolved: The TNC Board approves the formation of an ad hoc Beautification Committee for a period not to exceed 6 months and approves Iris Polonsky as chair.” The motion carried unanimously.
24.
(Shaffer/Hussiani) moved, “Resolved: The TNC approves the appointment as the following persons as committee chairs



Budget and Finance – Harvey Goldberg



Transportation and Mobility– Max Flehinger



Land Use – David Garfinkle



Animal Welfare – Jeff Mausner



Outreach – Esther Wieder



Public Safety – Elliot Durant 
Rules – Len Shaffer

Government Action – Len Shaffer

25.
President’s Remarks: Budget Day is July 30th. The Congress is set for September 24th. He encouraged everyone to attend both, especially new board members. The Awards Ceremony will be held around 7:30 p.m. following the full day of events on the 24th.
26.
Board Member Comment:
David Garfinkle thanked everyone for supporting the TPOA Town Hall and candidates forum. 

Iris Polonsky reminded everyone to vote.

27.
Adjournment at 9:45 p.m.
Minutes by Pat Kramer, Apple One.

