
TARZANA NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL
BOARD MEETING AGENDA



Tuesday April 26, 2016  
Tarzana Elementary School Auditorium                                 
5726 Topeka Dr., Tarzana, CA 91356

1. Call to Order, Welcoming Remarks and Pledge at 7 p.m. Roll Call: 16 members. (Absent: Harvey Goldberg, Len Shaffer, Ken Schwartz, & Syed Hussaini).
2. Installation and seating of the newly elected board and “Thank You” to departing board members by Councilmember Bob Blumenfield. 
Newly elected board members present – Guy Bachar, Elliot Druant and Ramy Lahav
3. Councilmember Bob Blumenfield addressed the board speaking about issues he is working on. DWP Rebate Program could save 20% - 30% on homeowner’s bills and starts in July 2016. News from the Budget Committee includes the Mayor’s budget proposal. Due to the structural deficit on pension plans, a number of departments are getting a mild haircut. There will be investments made in streets and $138MM for permanent supportive homeless housing. Also civilian hires for LAPD to free up 100 officers in the field and increased funding for LAFD with 4 new classes of firefighters. He introduced his new field rep, Sevan (?).
4. Election of Officers
a. President – Len Shaffer
b. First Vice President – Eran Heissler
c. Second Vice President – Jon Reich
d. Treasurer – Harvey Goldberg
e. Executive Secretary – Max Flehinger
(Heissler/Mausner moved nomination of the board. The motion carried unanimously.
5. Minutes: (Heissler/Flehinger) moved approval of minutes of the March 22. 2016 board meeting. The motion carried.
6. Presentation – Officials from the Department of City Planning (Laura Krawczyk, Edward Jorgenson & David Oleavo) presented their multi-year plan to create Transit Neighborhood Planning along the Metro Orange Line at 5 Valley stations including Reseda/Oxnard. The program is funded by 2 separate grants. They will be looking at what is appropriate for each neighborhood, re: multifamily vs. residential housing, land use, restaurants & heights proposed for buildings. Tarzana Crossing report has already been conducted. There will be focus groups and workshops over the next few months then they will develop a draft plan with an environmental review process. Proposed timeframe: 3 years.
7. Remarks by representatives of public officials: 
· Former LAPD Senior Lead Daryl Scoggins gave crime stats for Tarzana in April: 3 robberies, 16 homes broken into, 5 cars stolen, & 21 cars broken into.
· Raffi, the Neighborhood Prosecutor for the West Valley spoke about LA Municipal Code 56.11, which deals with storing the homeless’s possessions in a 60 gallon container when it is on public property. Since homeless occupying space in public was decriminalized, it has become an administrative item. He said we are living in a different era where the city is trying to deal with homelessness in a non-criminal way. 

· Rosalba Gonzalez, Field Rep for State Senator Fran Pavley’s office in the 27th district which includes Aliso Canyon/Porter Ranch. This is the largest natural gas facility west of the Mississippi. She spoke about the problems there due to a lack of maintenance. Senator Pavley’s bill, SB 380, will continue the Governor’s mandate for controls of maintenance over 114 So. Cal Gas wells. She asked for support for this bill and also talked the insurance tax which is to go before voters. 
8. Public Comments:

Henry Stern, candidate for Senator Pavley’s Senate seat, is an environmental attorney and a teacher at UCLA. Public Safety, Environment and Education are his three main concerns.

9. Eran reviewed the requirement for Ethics and Financial Trainings for board members to vote.
10. Committee and other Reports
Outreach - Esther talked about the success of Earth Day.
Land Use – David spoke about revisions to the Mansionization ordinance. The Planning Department is working on revisions to it. This will be explored at the next Land Use meeting. Also, there is a revision to the Sign ordinance. He said most people favored the revisions to this ordinance.
Budget – No report.
Transportation – Max gave a report including burned out lights on the 101 freeway. Overnight parking issues with trucks. Parking in an alleyway and noise from trucks delivering to CA Pizza Kitchen.
Rules 

Energy & Environment – Joyce asked everyone to go to EmpowerLA.org/DWPReform to read informative articles on DWP reform. 
Animal Welfare – Jeff reported on success with dogs being adopted. He talked about the program that was started at the West Valley shelter to temporarily foster dogs that get loose around the 4th of July due to fireworks.
11. Approval of financial statements: (Flehinger/Wieder) moved that the financial statements as of March 31, 2016 be approved. The motion was approved unanimously.
12. Approval of expenditures: (Flehinger/Wertheim) moved approval of March 2016 expenditures for submission to DONE (MER). The motion was approved unanimously.
13. Approval of Town Hall: (Flehinger/Wieder) moved approval of the Executive Committee’s recommendation to support the Tarzana Property Owners Association Town Hall in mid-May of 2016. 
The motion carried with one abstention (Polonsky) and three recusals: Garfinkle, Flehinger and Saucier.
12.
Approval of Budget Item for Town Hall Refreshments: (Heissler/Wieder) moved, “Resolved: The TNC Board approves the Budget Committee’s recommendation regarding the request from the Tarzana Property Owners Association (TPOA) to fund up to $500 in refreshments for the TPOA Town Hall Forum in mid-May with a tentative subject a Candidates Forum for the 27th District State Senate seat to replace termed-out  Fran Pavley. This item is classified as Outreach, Events.” 
The motion carried 9-1 with one abstention (Durant) and three recusals: Garfinkle, Flehinger and Saucier. 
13.
(Heissler/Polonsky) moved, “Resolved: The TNC Board approves an expenditure not to exceed $700.00 for gardening tools to support the local schools gardening programs to be purchased from Home Depot as follows… 

Portola MS 



 

Garden cart                   1     $69.97

Rake                              1     $15.97

Garden tools                 1      $16.87

Bypass Pruner               1     $11.97

Wilbur Elementary       

Garden Cart.                   1    $69.97

Water hose                     1     $41.97

Front Trigger                  1    $9.47

Nestele Elementary

Garden Cart.                   1    $69.97

Garden Tools                  1    $16.87

Water Hose                     1    $41.97

Front Trigger                   1   $9.47

Tarzana Elementary 

Water Hose                     1    $41.97

Hose Reel                        1    $29.97

Front trigger                    1    $9.47

Watering can                   1    $9.97

Garden tools                    1    $16.87

Vanalden Elementary

Water hose                       1   $41.97

Hose reel                          1   $29.97

Front trigger                     1   $9.47

This amount was previously budgeted and classified as Outreach, Community Improvement, School Gardening Programs.” The motion carried unanimously.
14. Motion for revised budget: (Flehinger/Heissler) moved, “Resolved: The TNC Board approves the revised budget to include the above approved expenditures and/or revised expenditures.” The motion carried unanimously.
15.
Motion regarding CIS: (Flehinger/Greene) moved, “Resolved: The TNC Board approves the filing of a CIS regarding Council File 16-0093 as follows:

The Tarzana Neighborhood Council calls on the City Council to follow the recommendation in the charter mandated Industrial, Economic and Administrative Survey to form “a committee to examine governance reforms for the Department (of Water & Power) with the explicit task of reporting its findings and recommending a measure for the 2016 or 2017 ballot. This Governance Committee should be involved in drafting any memorandums and other information from the beginning and include at least two members from the Neighborhood Councils who are familiar with the operations and finances of DWP.” The motion carried unanimously.
16.
(Flehinger/Wertheim) moved: Resolved: The TNC Board approves the filing of a CIS supporting Council File 16-0093 as follows:

1. The Tarzana Neighborhood Council supports the recommendations of the DWP (MOU Oversight Committee and the DWP (Advocacy) Committee regarding the reform and restructure of the Department of Water and Power.

2. We support a fiduciary Board of Commissioners consisting of seven (7) qualified members appointed by the Mayor and confirmed by the City Council, serving staggered terms who may not be removed except for cause.  

3. We oppose a full, time, paid Board of Commissioners.  However, Commissioners would be entitled to reasonable per diem fees.

4. The Board would appoint the General Manager, determined policy, and establish rates.

5. The City Council would have the right to assert jurisdiction in certain matters, including rates, only for the purpose of affirming or denying the action by a supermajority vote.

6. The Board would be assisted by a more robust Ratepayers Advocate.

7. Contracting and procurement policies would be modified allowing the Department more flexibility.

8. The Department would be responsible for labor negotiations.

9. The Department would establish its own Human Resources Department, separate and distinct from the City’s Personnel Department.  DWP would not be subject to the City’s civil service rules.

19. The Transfer Fee would be subject to a City wide vote.
(Garfinkle/Reich) moved to table this motion until the next board meeting. The motion to table passed with one opposed (Flehinger) and one abstention (Greene).  

17.
(Garfinkle/Durant) moved, “Resolved: The TNC Board supports the filing of a CIS regarding Council File 16-0348 as follows:


The Tarzana Neighborhood Council urges the City of Los Angeles to expeditiously adopt legislation to implement a second dwelling ordinance in accordance with State Government Code Section 65852.2 regarding the criteria for second dwellings on a single family residential lot.”
The motion carried with one opposed (Shmaeff) and one abstention (Polonsky).

18.
President’s Remarks


5th Annual Earth Day – Eran thanked the board for their involvement in Earth Day.
He reminded the board about the special VANC/City Council Rules Committee meeting May 11, 2016 regarding DWP governance – 6:30 PM Council Chambers, Van Nuys City Hall.
Eran reviewed the importance of showing up for board meetings. Anyone who misses 6 meetings in a 12-month period will be removed from the board. Each board member should also be part of a committee. 
19. 
Future Events/Calendar: The next board meeting will be 5/24/16.

20.
Board Member Comment - David talked about helicopter noise and the coalition that is studying this issue. 
21.
Adjournment: (Heissler/Reich) moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:33 p.m. The motion carried.
Minutes by Pat Kramer, Apple One

